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Project Charter 
TIPP Legal Defense and Expert Witness Fund 

Purpose 
The Institute for Preservation and Progress (TIPP) establishes this charter to assume 
responsibility for fundraising and financial support in connection with the defense of private 
property rights threatened by the Maryland Piedmont Reliability Project (MPRP) and related 
cases. 

To ensure clarity and donor choice, TIPP will administer two distinct funds: 

1. Landowner Legal Defense Fund 

o Supports the landowners’ appeal of the federal district court ruling at the 
Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, and if necessary, the Supreme Court of the 
United States. 

o Covers legal fees, filings, and litigation costs directly associated with protecting 
landowners’ rights in federal court. 

2. Expert Witness Fund 

o Provides resources to retain qualified experts across multiple fields to deliver 
testimony in both the federal appellate process and the Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) proceeding before the Maryland Public 
Service Commission (PSC). 

o Expert fields include energy economics, transmission planning, property 
valuation, agriculture, conservation, environmental science, utility law, and 
community impacts. 

Note: Stop MPRP, Inc. will continue to fund legal expenses and fees for the CPCN proceeding 
itself through its retained attorney, Carolyn Elefant. 

Rationale for TIPP’s Role 
Stop MPRP, Inc. was created to organize and lead community opposition to the MPRP project 
and will continue to fund the CPCN proceeding at the PSC. 
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However, the federal lawsuits expand beyond the scope of the MPRP and raise 
fundamental questions of eminent domain, private property rights, and federal 
jurisdiction that could affect landowners nationwide. 

For this reason, it is appropriate for TIPP to assume responsibility for fundraising that 
supports both the federal appellate defense of landowners and the expert witness 
testimony essential for success in both the federal courts and the PSC proceeding. 

This structure ensures: 

• Focused preparation for a vigorous federal appeal at the Fourth Circuit, and if 
needed, at the Supreme Court. 

• Robust expert testimony to strengthen both the appellate and PSC cases. 

• Donor choice and transparency, by allowing supporters to designate contributions 
toward legal defense, expert witnesses, or both. 

Guiding Principles 
• Transparency: Each fund will be tracked separately to ensure donor intent is honored. 

• Clarity of Roles: Stop MPRP, Inc. covers CPCN legal counsel; TIPP funds the federal 
appeal and expert witnesses. 

• Collaboration: TIPP will coordinate with Stop MPRP, Inc. and counsel to align strategy 
across both venues. 

• Preparedness: Resources will be secured in advance so landowners are never caught 
unprepared, whether in federal court, at the PSC, or before the Supreme Court. 

• National Significance: These efforts defend principles of property rights and due 
process that extend well beyond Maryland. 

Call to Action 
Through this charter, TIPP affirms its commitment to support landowners in defending their 
property rights against corporate overreach. We call on all who value private property, due 
process, and preservation of land to join us by contributing to: 

• The Landowner Legal Defense Fund 

• The Expert Witness Fund 

Together, these two funds form the pillars of a strong, coordinated defense that protects 
landowners today and safeguards property rights for future generations. 

 


